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COUNCIL 

 

 
Thursday, 17th September, 2020 

 
This was a virtual meeting held using MS Teams and streamed live on You Tube 

 
Present:  Councillor June Harrison (Mayor), Councillors Judith Addison, Josh Allen, 

Mohammad Ayub, Noordad Aziz, Jean Battle MBE, Sara Britcliffe MP, 
Stephen Button, Andrew Clegg, Loraine Cox, Paul Cox, 
Munsif Dad BEM JP, Stewart Eaves, Diane Fielding, Melissa Fisher, 
Glen Harrison, Marlene Haworth, Eamonn Higgins, Terry Hurn, 
Abdul Khan, Chris Knight, Patrick McGinley, Michael Miller, 
Jenny Molineux, Tim O'Kane, Dave Parkins, Bernadette Parkinson, 
Miles Parkinson OBE, Joyce Plummer, Kath Pratt, Jeff Scales, 
Paddy Short and Kate Walsh 
 

  

 

The Mayor welcome everybody to the first virtual meeting of the Council. 
 
She advised that, since the last meeting, much had happened in the world and in 
Hyndburn.  These were challenging times for all. 
 
In Hyndburn, adversity had brought out the best in our residents, with volunteers 
helping at every opportunity.  Council staff had worked tirelessly throughout to keep 
essential services moving.  On behalf of the Council, the Mayor also thanked the 
NHS, care workers and other key workers for their efforts. 
 
The Council’s focus now was on getting Hyndburn businesses up and running, 
while keeping everybody safe. 
 
Mr David Welsby, Chief Executive of the Council, provided some brief comments 
about the format for the meeting and asked the Executive Director Legal and 
Democratic Services to conduct the roll call of those present.  All councillors 
introduced themselves and identified the ward that they served.  (Attendance is 
recorded above). 

 
1 Apologies for absence 

 

There were no apologies for absence submitted. 
 

2 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 
 

There were no declarations of interest or dispensations notified. 
 

3 Announcements 
 

1) Remembrance of Tony Dobson 
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The Mayor announced that shortly after lockdown had begun, Members received 
the sad news that Councillor Tony Dobson had passed away, unexpectedly, on 
Tuesday, 31st March 2020. 
 
Councillor Dobson was only 53 years of age, and had been a serving Conservative 
Councillor since May 2000, elected to the same ward the Mayor, Barnfield.  He had 
realised numerous political achievements, serving as Mayor of Hyndburn in 2007/08 
and as Leader of the Conservative Group from 2015/16 until his untimely death. 
 
Councillor Dobson sadly leaves behind his much loved wife Trish, his sons Matthew 
and Daniel, his dad Arthur and half-sister Marilyn, his cousin Colin, his mother in 
law Barbara and father in law David. 
 
The Mayor invited her colleagues to say a few words in Councillor Dobson’s 
memory. 
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Miles Parkinson OBE, the Leader of the 
Conservative Group, Councillor Marlene Haworth, and Councillors Patrick McGinley 
and Terry Hurn all spoke warmly about their experiences of working with Councillor 
Dobson and about his dedication to helping the community, particularly during 
lockdown. 
 
Resolved - That the respects of the Council in 

commemoration of Councillor Tony Dobson be 
duly noted. 

 
2) VJ Day – 75th Anniversary 

 
The Mayor announced that she had been delighted to visit the commemoration of 
the 75th anniversary of VJ Day at Churchfield House in Great Harwood, on 15th 
August 2020.  At the same time, the Deputy Mayor had attended a similar service in 
Oakhill Park, in Accrington.  VJ Day marked the end of all hostilities in the Second 
World War. 
 
3) Great Harwood, Crying of the Fair 

 
The Mayor also indicated that she had been thrilled to attend the traditional Crying 
of the Fair on the Town Hall Square, in Great Harwood, on a rather damp Friday, on 
21 August.  The Town Crier, members of the Civic Society and other political 
colleagues were also present to mark a tradition dating back to 1338. 
 
4) Community and Business Response to COVID-19 

 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Miles Parkinson OBE, offered his thanks to 
the citizens and communities of Hyndburn who had come forward at the time of 
greatest need and done so much.  Business leaders too had given generously 
during this period.  The Borough was not yet through the effects of the pandemic 
and it was likely that a hard winter was yet to come.  However, past experience 
showed that everyone would come together for the benefit of local residents and the 
economy. 
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He reiterated his thanks to everyone for their efforts and sacrifice. 
 
5) Update on the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 
The Chief Executive of the Council, David Welsby, provided an overview of the 
impact of COVID-19 on the Borough. 
 
Nationally, by 15 September 2020 there had been around 323,000 confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 in England and around 374,000 cases across the UK.  In Lancashire, 
there had been 12,751 cases, of which 632 were Hyndburn residents. 
 
Since the start of the outbreak infection in Hyndburn had reached 780 per 100k 
population.  This was higher than the corresponding figure for England 574/100k, 
but below the level for NW England 846/100k. 
 
In the worst cases, infection had led to loss of life.  There were several ways to 
calculate those figures, but for consistency the Government’s Dashboard figures 
were being use in this update.  Up to 15 September the number of deaths within 28 
days of diagnosis were as follows:- 
 

England 370,000 

UK 476,000 

Lancashire 1,034 

Hyndburn 48 

 
Different definitions of COVID-19 related deaths were sometimes used.  An 
alternative measure in use showed where COVID-19 was mentioned anywhere on 
the death certificate.  Locally those numbers were as follows:- 
 

Lancashire 1,292 

Hyndburn 64 

 
The Government’s Dashboard figures showed the following death rates:- 
 

England 65.7/100k 

Hyndburn 59.2/100k 

 
Accordingly, the statistics demonstrated that Hyndburn had a higher number of 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 than the England average, but a lower incidence of 
deaths.  Of those persons who had sadly died in Hyndburn, the following locations 
were noted:- 
 

Hospital 60% 

Care homes 30% 

Home 10% 

 
During the first wave of infection in late March to mid-April, the number of infected, 
hospitalised and deaths had peaked.  From mid-April to June the respective figures 
had dropped and numbers were relatively stable.  From mid-June onwards the 
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number of deaths had returned to pre-virus levels.  Unfortunately, from July to mid-
September the UK had started to experience a sharp rise in the number of COVID-
19 cases.  In fact, the number of cases in England had doubled during this period to 
around 33/100k.  The highest infection rates were now being seen in the 15-44 age 
range. 
 
As at 11 September 2020, 30 of the 39 local authorities in NW England were 
identified as ‘Red’ status on Public Health England’s risk rating, based on observed 
cases exceeding the numbers of expected cases.  The North of England in general 
had the highest infection rates in the country, with double the national average.  
Hyndburn too had seen a sharp increase in infection.  For the seven day period 
from 7-13 September infection in the Borough was at 132/100k population, or in 
other words 107 cases.  Over the last 2 weeks approximately 10 new cases per day 
had been identified. 
 
Around half of all cases were clustered across a small number of households, i.e. 
30 households.  These were distributed across all townships, age groups and all 
communities.  A disproportionate number of cases were from the Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic (BAME) community.  However, 60% of all cases were White British. 
 
The rising number of cases in Lancashire was not yet mirrored by hospitalisation or 
deaths.  For the last 7-8 weeks the total number of deaths across the whole of 
Lancashire was in the low single digits, as death rates had plateaued.  However, it 
was now a priority again to protect the NHS, especially during the coming winter 
months. 
 
Regarding Test and Trace in Hyndburn, over the 7 day period 5-11 September, 
311/100k population tests had been conducted each day.  This was the second 
highest rate of testing in the North West.  Some 5.8% of tests had been positive.  
For those residents with symptoms, the Mobile Testing Unit (MTU) at Hyndburn 
Sports Centre provided testing on an appointment basis.  Once their quota was 
reached testing was suspended, as was the case across the rest of Lancashire and 
the UK.  In addition, a locally resourced community walk-in centre had been 
provided for those with or without symptoms.  The centre had been based firstly at 
locations in Accrington, then in Great Harwood.  Even with this extra resource, 
increasing demand could still not be met and it was acknowledged that queues of 
up to 3 hours had developed at times.  It was with deep regret that some people 
had had to be turned away.  There was a pressing need for an effective and 
properly resourced testing system and it was hoped that the Government would 
prioritise the North of England for such support. 
 
The story of the pandemic could not really be told in numbers.  Human factors, such 
as the hardship faced by residents and the changes to people’s lifestyles were 
significant.  Also, there was a likelihood of further restrictions to come, based upon 
the increasing infections rates.  All residents were thanked for following the 
guidance issued to date and people were urged to continue to follow future advice.  
The community had pulled together in a remarkable way.  The Community Hub had 
involved hundreds of people including volunteers.  Thousands of food parcels had 
been distributed as well as work undertaken to provide assisted shopping and 
medical supplies.  The NHS and social care sector had worked tirelessly.  The 
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Council’s own staff had continued to work throughout the incident.  Lancashire 
County Council, the Police, Fire and Rescue Service, military planners and 
countless others, such as supermarket workers, delivery drivers, the hospitality 
sector and pharmacies, to name just a few, had all played a part. 
 
The thanks of the Council was offered to all.  A final thought was that communities 
might need to live with the effects of the virus for some time to come. 
 
The following Members spoke on the impact of the virus: Councillors L Cox, M 
Haworth, P Cox, J Allen, M Dad, J Addison, G Harrison, K Pratt, T O’Kane, M Miller, 
B Parkinson, P McGinley, K Walsh and S Britcliffe.  The following points were 
raised:- 
 

 The good work undertaken to quickly establish the Hyndburn Hub; 

 The efforts of numerous volunteers across the Borough and thanks for their 

work, including those supporting the Hyndburn Hub, Great Harwood 

Response Team, Food Banks, Baby Bank, who collectively offered a broad 

range of support, particularly to those who were isolated; 

 The continuous services provided by the Waste Service and the amount of 

additional domestic waste collected during lockdown; 

 The efforts of Finance staff to distribute business grants quickly; 

 The work of licensing staff to provide advice to pubs and adapt rules around 

taxi licensing; 

 The efforts of Hyndburn’s taxi drivers ensure key workers were able to get to 

their jobs; 

 The work of the Raza Jamia Masjid to help disseminate important messages 

to the Islamic community, which had been recognised nationally; 

 The work of fellow councillors to promote local businesses with the Shop 

Local messages and to help businesses reopen safely; 

 The efforrts of Hyndburn Council officers and their Lancashire County 

Council colleagues, many of whom were having to work from home, while 

still providing responsive day to day services; 

 A warning that greater unemployment might be on the horizon, including 

announcements at local employer Senator, and a national call by the Labour 

Party to protect jobs by extending the furlough scheme; 

 Criticism over the Government’s handling of the testing regime, examination 

results, and infection control in care homes; 

 Thanks to the MP for her work to represent the views of all constituents; 

 Concern about the medicines supply chain with COVID-19 and winter flu, in 

the light of a potential no-deal Brexit, given that 45% of pharmaceuticals 

arrived from the EU via Dover; 

 Thanks to all who had helped so far during the outbreak and a message to 

everybody to stay safe and to follow the rules; 

 The cross-party working between all councillors to support the community; 

 The Government’s commitment to providing financial support at an 

unprecedented level, more so than any other country; 
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 Criticism of the Government-backed testing system leading to pressure on 

the locally funded community testing sites, resulting in a lack of access to 

tests by children, students and employees; 

 A call not to assign blame to certain sections of the community, such as 

BAME or young people, since all of us were required to work together. 

 A recognition that lockdown and local restrictions had been and continued to 

be difficult for all, but were necessary. 

 Reiteration of the work done by local heroes and thanks for their efforts; 

 Consensus between the Council party leaders and MP on the way forward; 

 National recognition of Hyndburn Borough Council for its speed and success 

in distributing Government grants to businesses. 

 
A final message was to remind residents that we were all in this together and that 
everyone wished to emerge from the crisis. 
 
The Chief Executive mentioned the exceptional work carried out by the Cemeteries 
Team at the peak of the crisis.  The Mayor paid tribute to the Hyndburn Hub and 
reminded all that the Mayor’s Charity this year would continue to help fund its work. 
 

4 Financial Position 2020/21 - COVID-19 Implications 
 

The Council considered a report of Councillor Joyce Plummer, Portfolio Holder for 
Finance, on the Council’s financial position for 2020/21 in the light of the 
implications of the COVD-19 pandemic. 
 
The report illustrated that the current forecast of the Council’s Cash Flow until the 
end of the year indicated that while cash balances were dwindling, the Council 
would maintain a positive balance and would not need to borrow to finance 
expenditure during the year. 
 
Without COVID-19 impacting on the Council this year, a Surplus of £288,000 for the 
2020/21 Financial Year would have been forecast at this stage. 
 
Estimating the cost of COVID-19 and the impact on the Council’s revenues was 
difficult at this stage and all figures needed to be viewed as early estimates at a 
time of great uncertainty. 
 
The reasonable worst case scenario forecast was for extra spending of £2.8m and 
£371,000 net loss of income, assuming the Government provided a grant of around 
45% of the income funds lost.  Combined with the Council’s normal budgetary 
activity this produced a net forecast loss for the year of £2.9m. 
 
The above figure was reduced by £1,055,000 (less £16,000 of funds applied to 
expenditure in 2019/20) of additional Government Grant to assist the Council to 
deal with COVID-19 pressures.  The Council had also received £130,000 of New 
Burden Funding for the processing of Business Grants in the first 4 months of the 
year, which would also help to lower the overspend. 
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Combining all the spending pressure, net loss of sales, fees and charges income 
and the predicted budget surplus from the Council’s normal activities outside of the 
impact of COVID 19, produced a forecast net overspend position for 2020/21 of 
£1.75m at this stage. 
 
In addition, the Council faced the loss of revenue from people switching from being 
Council Tax Payers to moving onto Council Tax Support and increased costs 
stemming from individuals not paying their Council Tax and Businesses not paying 
their business rates.  Increased Council Tax Support Costs were expected to be 
£130,000.  The level of failure to pay the Hyndburn Borough Council element of the 
Council Tax could be as much as £450,000 for 2020/21 and the Council could lose 
£685,000 of Business Rates in 2020/21.  This added a further £1.265m to the 
financial hit stemming from COVID-19.  
 
The loss of income in relation to Council Tax Support, and failure to pay Council 
Tax and Business Rates would not crystallise until the 2021/22 financial year due to 
the statutory accounting requirement around local government finance.  This 
reduced the immediate impact for the 2020/21 financial year, but would produce a 
‘double whammy’ in 2021/22.  In 2021/22 the Council would be required to 
downturn the expected revenues for 2021/22 from Council Tax, Council Tax 
Support and Business Rates that was used to finance the Budget, as well as 
adjusting for the losses in 2020/21.  Discussions were underway with the 
Government to change the accounting rules in those areas, to spread some of the 
impact over a number of future years, but details had not yet emerged and there 
was no certainty at this stage that any changes would be approved. 
 
The financial impact in 2020/21 and 2021/22 from COVID-19 would therefore be 
challenging for the Council, but given the authority’s previous strong track record 
around financial management, it should be possible to manage the consequences 
effectively within the Council’s overall financial reserves. 
 
The Government intended to redistribute funding among local councils from 
2021/22 via their Fair Funding Review.  That might add to the financial pressures 
the Council would face in that year and beyond if resources were transferred away 
from the Council to other parts of local government. 
 
Councillor Plummer highlighted key issues from the report, a summary of which is 
as follows:- 
 

 Without COVID-19 the Council’s position would have been good, with a 

forecast surplus; 

 Services with large negative variances, such as Housing and Regeneration, 

Property Services, Building Control and Planning and Transportation, were 

largely offset by other savings elsewhere; 

 The largest single additional revenue cost was in relation to the financial 

support for the leisure sector (£900k).  Hyndburn Leisure was a key service 

supporting health and wellbeing and providing employment, but had been 

largely closed since March 2020, leading to loss of income.  Staff had been 

furloughed and other measures taken, but a loss was still expected; 
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 Another large cost was the establishment of the Hyndburn Hub (£488k full 

year cost).  If the venture was to receive government subsidy the costs would 

be reduced; 

 Those struggling to pay Council Tax and their need for Council Tax Support 

presented an additional pressure in 2020/21; 

 Non-payment of Housing Benefits overpayments (£500k) and non-payment 

of other debts (£500k) were also anticipated; 

 Additional costs from Cemeteries, Rough Sleepers, Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE), and ICT were all factors; 

 Sales and income from fees and charges were expected to lose around 

£681k, but the Government would provide some assistance, leading to a net 

loss of £371k; 

 The forecast net overspend position for 2020/21 was £1.75m, but the total 

amount could be as little as £500k, if COVID-19 started to diminish. 

 Some councils were considering suspending non-essential expenditure, or 

making redundancies and others were facing bankruptcy.  Hyndburn had 

been prudent and could cover its deficit.  The Council would continue to work 

hard to provide value for money. 

 A further financial update would be provided to the Cabinet in November 

2020. 

 
The following Members spoke on the financial update: M Haworth, P Cox, M Miller, 
T O’ Kane, P McGinley and M Parkinson OBE.  The following matters were raised:- 
 

 The impact on the Council’s reserves of the adverse variance, but an 

optimistic view that the Government would provide some additional funding; 

 Recognition that the Government had already provided significant amount of 

support via the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme, Business 

Support Grants, Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme and Self-Employment 

Income Support Scheme; 

 The pressure felt by the construction and other industries and those now out 

of work or self-employed looking at having to rely on Universal Credit and 

Council Tax Support.  The disproportionate impact on young employees and 

lower paid workers, such as those in cleaning and maintenance, who would 

be last to see any economic recovery.  It was hoped that the Government 

would keep its promises; 

 Concern at the amount of financial support which might be required by 

Hyndburn Leisure and any future liabilities.  There was a call for the Trust to 

seek to minimise its losses and to explore whether insurance monies might 

cover some of the deficit and to maximise numbers of returning customers; 

 A call for the Government to help out Hyndburn given that it its capacity to 

raise revenue from rates was limited; 

 Pressure on the poorest in society who could not afford to buy food and the 

ineffectiveness of the ‘Eat Out to Help Out’ campaign for those individuals.  A 

call to the Council to help out the local food banks, which might be in much 

greater demand when the furlough scheme was due to end in 5 weeks time; 
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 Concern not to write off debts and overpayments too readily, as this would 

place an additional burden on those who do pay. 

 
The Leader of the Council reiterated that the report provided estimates only at this 
stage and that the situation might change in response to the progress of the virus.  
He acknowledged that the cost of the Leisure Centre was high, but its role was 
important.  The outcome of a Leisure Services Review was due to be provided to 
the Council in November 2020.  A key challenge facing Hyndburn was that it had 
the highest rates of obesity in the country.  The Let’s Move Hyndburn campaign had 
recently been launched to tackle sedentary people and to encourage lifestyle 
changes. 
 
Monthly figures on COVID-19 costs were provide to the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government (MHCLG).  All local authorities had written 
jointly to the Government about funding.  Some monies had already been received 
to ease cash flow difficulties earlier in the year.  The Government were considering 
the issues raised and in the meantime councils would continue to lobby for funding. 
 
The figures for Hyndburn would be firmed up later in the year, but the Leader was 
confident that with the help of reserves and based upon the efforts of both the 
current and previous administration, coupled with diligent treasury management, the 
Council would be able to stay within Budget. 
 
Councillor Plummer summarised by stating that the report outlined both the best 
and worst case scenario.  However, it was hoped that the best case scenario would 
be realised.  She agreed to take into account the comments raised by councillors 
about insurance and returning customers concerning Hyndburn Leisure, support to 
food banks and not writing off debts too quickly. 
 
Resolved - That the report on the Financial Position for 

2020/21 be noted. 
 

5 Planning For The Future - White Paper August 2020 
 

The Leader of the Council, Councillor Miles Parkinson OBE, provided a report on 
the Governments proposals to reform the planning system in England, as set out in 
the White Paper Planning for the Future.  The report also considered the changes 
proposed by the Government to the way in which housing numbers were calculated 
for local planning authorities, as set out in the consultation paper Changes to the 
current planning system. 
 
The proposed reforms in the White Paper were significant.  The changes would 
require completely new legislation and guidance and would leave behind many of 
the principles and practices associated with the current planning system.  It was 
described in the White Paper as a “whole new planning system for England”.  
Notwithstanding the extent of the change, the White Paper envisaged that new 
Local Plans would be in place by the end of Parliament in 2024.   
 
Reform was considered necessary to deliver the high quality homes and places 
needed and to unlock growth and opportunity in all parts of the country.  The 
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proposed changes were intended to improve the user experience of the planning 
system, making it fit for the next century, including use of improved technology and 
data to underpin decision making. 
 
Under the proposals, the planning system would comprise three pillars: 
 

 Pillar One Planning for development 

 Pillar Two Planning for beautiful and sustainable places 

 Pillar three Planning for infrastructure and connected places 

 
The White Paper also included details of how the new system would be 

implemented and proposed that the cost of operating the new planning system 

should be principally funded by the beneficiaries of planning gain – landowners and 

developers – rather than the national or local tax payer.  Fees for planning 

applications would be set locally and income could be gained from the development 

of the Local Plan and enforcement.   

 
The second document, a consultation paper on changes to the current planning 
system, included 4 main proposals:- 
 

 Changes to the standard method for assessing local housing need; 

 Securing of First Homes through developer contributions in the short term 

until the transition to a new system; 

 Supporting small and medium-sized builders by temporarily lifting the small 

sites threshold below which developers did not need to contribute to 

affordable housing; and 

 Extending the current Permission in Principle to major development. 

 
In consultation with the Portfolio Holder, Officers would prepare a response to 
Government on the proposed changes to the planning system.  The response would 
be circulated to all Members. 
 
The Council was seeking to publish the publication version of the Local Plan in 
spring 2021, however, there could be a requirement for the Council to produce a 
new style Local Plan at around that time.  It would, therefore, be necessary for a 
decision to be made about whether to continue with the “old style plan” or to 
develop a “new style plan” as envisaged by Government. 
 
Officers intended to consult elected Members on the sites that had been shortlisted 
for the Local Plan in October 2020. 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson highlighted key elements of the report including:- 
 

 The two concurrent proposals; 

 Changes to the housing development needs system; 

 The intention to streamline delivery to unlock the potential for growth; 

 New Local Plans against which applications would be determined; 

 Revised decision making powers; 
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 Housing numbers to be determined by the Government; 

 A national policy framework for development management; 

 3 categories of land: Growth Areas, Residential Areas, Protected Areas; and 

 Levels of evidence required. 

 
Any views from Members should be submitted to the Council’s Planning and 
Transportation Officer by no later than 25 September 2020, following which the 
response would be circulated to all councillors. 
 
There remained a need to attract and keep businesses in Hyndburn, including the 
identification of new employment land in Altham.  The Leader of the Council would 
bring a report to the Cabinet in October 2020 on Site Allocations. 
 
The following Members spoke on the proposed planning reforms: T O’ Kane, J 

Addison, J Scales, P McGinley and D Parkins.  The following matters were raised:- 

 

 The need for suitable homes for the elderly, including bungalows and 

sheltered accommodation, in the face of an increasing elderly population, 

including those with age related disabilities; 

 Concern about the potential loss of the requirement to provide affordable 

homes for younger people, in the drive to provide ‘beautiful and sustainable’ 

places; 

 Concern about the direction of travel and a sense that the existing planning 

regime was better.  Reports of delays under the current system were 

something of a myth and often delays were caused by securing funding or 

the purchase of the land. 

 Concern about accelerated loss of Green Belt land and the extension of 

urban sprawl. 

 Pressure to double housing development targets, leading to poorly thought 

out developments. 

 Concern about an erosion of planning officers’ ability to engage with 

developers to make the right deals regarding infrastructure and public realm 

facilities. 

 Concern about a lack of focus on the development of brownfield sites and 

consequential shift to Green Belt developments. 

 A recent site visit by Members to the former Huncoat Power station site and 

acknowledgement of the planned development there, coupled with a need to 

provide environmental protection for wildlife, such as deer and badgers. 

The Leader of the Council noted the comments made at the meeting and 
encouraged all Members to give their feedback on the documents.  The proposals 
in the White Paper might, or might not, come to fruition.  Site allocations was a 
separate matter.  It was recognised that people were living longer and the 
population in Hyndburn included more elderly.  However, it was up to developers, 
not the planners, to deliver new housing in the Borough. 
 
Resolved (1) That the report on proposed changes to the 

planning regime be noted. 
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(2) That a consultation response be agreed with the 
Portfolio Holder for Planning and that the 
response be circulated to all Members.   

 
(3) That Member briefings on Site Allocations in 

Hyndburn be arranged for October 2020 to 
review the sites that are shortlisted for inclusion 
in the Local Plan. 

 
6 Motion(s) submitted on Notice 

 

1) Notice Submitted on Motion – Speed Cameras – West End and Stanhill, 

Oswaldtwistle 

 
The following motion was proposed by Councillor Glen Harrison and seconded by 
Councillor Chris Knight under Council Procedure Rule A9:- 
 
“Many roads in Hyndburn suffer from speeding motorists, however some areas that 

are semi-rural or have open stretches of road are also accident hotspots. 

 
Blackburn Road, West End, Oswaldtwistle, dubbed "The most dangerous Road in 
Oswaldtwistle", has had some interventions that have not met their aims of reducing 
speeds and incidents. 
 
Conversely, Stanhill Lane/Road has had no interventions whatsoever and is the 
scene of many accidents including recently when a car was turned onto its roof. 
 
Both of these roads are dangerous to members of the public in Hyndburn causing 
serious injury and potential fatality. 
 
At what point do Lancashire County Council say enough is enough? 
 
This Council resolves to write to Highways Chief - the Conservative County 
Councillor Keith Iddon, to ask that urgent plans are made to install speed cameras 
on these roads, which is the only single measure that will slow traffic on this road. 
 
The introduction of average speed cameras on both of these roads will also bring in 
revenue as it is a known speeding hotspot, similar to the ones previously installed 
on Grane Road.” 
 
Councillors M Haworth, L Cox, J Allen, S Eaves, S Britcliffe and C Knight spoke in 
favour of the motion.  Issues raised included the following:- 
 

 The matters raised had been the subject of concerns for over 10 years.  

Some changes had been secured over that time, but more could be done.  

County Councillor Peter Britcliffe and others had lobbied for much of this 

work and continued to so.  CC Britcliffe had invited representatives of the 

Speed Management Group to a Scrutiny meeting at County Hall to explain 

the policy on the use of speed cameras. 
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 The general challenge about managing speed was supported.  Other areas 

to the north of Accrington, such Dill Hall Lane, Burnley Road and Lowergate 

Lane also experienced speed issues.  A Borough wide approach to speed 

issues was needed. 

 Concern that the County Council might not listen to the arguments put.  This 

might be due to the fact that traffic surveys had only been carried out during 

the day time when people were generally at work, which might have led to a 

false conclusion that there were no speeding issues.  It was proposed that 

the letter should ask for surveys to be undertaken during the school run, just 

after 5pm and late at night, when the problem was most apparent. 

 There had been serious accidents on Blackburn Road, near Intack, in both 

March and August. 

 Other hotspots were identified including Harvey Street, Catlow Hall Street 

and Roman Road.  The MP had been pushing for additional measures to 

tackle speeding issues.  It was encouraging to see cross-party working to 

tackle this problem. 

 Further reports were submitted concerning accidents and damage to vehicles 

and property.  Proactive work had been undertaken with the Police on 

Blackburn Road recently, which had resulted in penalties and the impounding 

of some cars.  It was imperative to work with the highways authority and 

Police to address the issues. 

 
Councillor Harrison summed up by welcoming the comments made and 
acknowledged the work and support of others in addressing this matter.  He 
confirmed that he was due to attend the Lancashire County Council Scrutiny 
Committee as a co-opted member.  He intended to discuss the matter further with 
CC Peter Britcliffe.  He agreed that traffic surveys often took pace at the wrong time 
of day and that more attention should be focused on the evenings.  He hoped that 
all Members and partners would continue to work together to improve road safety. 
 
After the debate the motion was put to the vote and declared carried. 
 
Resolved - That this Council resolves to write to Highways 

Chief - the Conservative County Councillor 
Keith Iddon, to ask that urgent plans are made 
to install speed cameras on Blackburn Road, 
West End and Stanhill Lane/Road, 
Oswaldtwistle, which is the only single measure 
that will slow traffic on these roads. 

 
2) Notice Submitted on Motion – Reduction of Speed Limit from 50mph to 

30mph along Harwood Road leading to Lee Lane (between Rishton and 

Great Harwood) 

 
The following motion was proposed by Councillor Jeff Scales and seconded by 
Councillor Miles Parkinson OBE under Council Procedure Rule A9:- 
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“There is an extremely severe bend between Rishton and Great Harwood (where 
Harwood Road becomes Lee Lane) which drivers often take far too fast, and there 
have been a high number of road traffic accidents, which have almost destroyed the 
adjacent dry-stone walls. Below is a photo of the aftermath of the most recent 
accident on 9th August 2019, which completely destroyed a bus stop.  It was only 
pure luck that nobody was standing there as they would have almost definitely been 
killed.  I have also attached photos of a further incident which took place on 27th 
November 2019 which destroyed a section of wall and fence.  
 
The Police have confirmed that multiple accidents have taken place in this area.  
The area is a danger to pedestrians and motorists alike.  
 
The severe bend is also very close to the junction with Wilpshire Road where cars 
traveling at excessive speed create an additional danger for motorists.  
 
Seemingly, defying any common sense, there are 50mph signs at multiple locations 
along that stretch, which could have the effect of encouraging motorists to speed up 
at stretch of road with a severe bend which is only practically suitable for speeds up 
to 30mph. 
 
The current 50mph limit along that stretch also contrasts with the speed limits on 
the stretches of road between Rishton and Clayton-Le-Moors (which is entirely 
30mph), and Blackburn Road leading out of Rishton towards Whitebirk roundabout 
(where the 30mph extends a long way beyond the main urban boundary).  
 
I have made representation at the regular traffic/ highways liaison meetings (which 
HBC officers attend), have referred this issue to LCC Councillors (who have also 
made representation), and have submitted several requests through the LCC app 
(and have encouraged Rishton residents to do the same), all to no avail.  On this 
basis I hope the Council can support this motion” 
 
Councillors N Aziz, M Miller, K Walsh, P McGinley and M Parkinson OBE spoke in 
favour of the motion.  Issues raised included the following:- 
 

 The potential for the whole of the route to be subject to a speed restriction.  It 

was acknowledged that a pedestrian, Betty Saynor, had lost her life on this 

stretch of road earlier in the year.  Statistics showed that fatality rates were 

linked directly to speed.  The relevant Portfolio Holder at Lancashire County 

Council had been invited to view this stretch of road in the past, but no such 

visit had taken place.  The County Council should take a more proactive 

stance on road safety. 

 An acknowledgement that there were many different types of traffic issues, 

including parking on pavements, around schools and on yellow lines.  

Members needed to identify their highest priorities and continue to lobby the 

County Council. 

 Affirmation that this bend was particularly dangerous, if taken at speed, and 

that this posed a substantial risk to both pedestrians and animals. 

 Acknowledgement that speed restrictions had been lowered on other 

stretches of the road to fit in with the urban boundaries.  Where warning 
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signage was ineffective other measures needed to be taken.  CC Keith Iddon 

had been made aware of the two traffic motions due to be discussed today. 

 
After the debate the motion was put to the vote and declared carried. 
 
Resolved - That this Council resolves to request that 

Lancashire County Council (as the Highways 

Authority) gives serious consideration to 

reducing the speed limit from 50mph to 30mph 

along the stretch of road which is Harwood 

Road leading to Lee Lane (between Rishton and 

Great Harwood) until just after the Wilpshire 

Road junction. 

 
In accordance with Council Procedure Rule A7 and with the consent of the meeting, 
it was agreed that the meeting should proceed beyond the prescribed 10pm 
deadline. 
 
3) Notice Submitted on Motion – Business Welcome Pack 

 
The following motion was proposed by Councillor Josh Allen and seconded by 
Councillor Marlene Haworth under Council Procedure Rule A9:- 
 
“That this Council commissions a “business welcome pack” designed to provide as 

much support and help as possible for Hyndburn businesses currently residing in 

the Borough and for businesses looking to set up here. 

 
The pack would include such information like council services (waste & pest) 
insurance guidance, available council properties, council rates etc and information 
on each township why they are fantastic places for any businesses to invest in. 
 
As a Council we need to now, more than ever, help local businesses who are 
already here, or wanting to set up here.” 
 
Councillors N Aziz, T Hurn, K Walsh, P McGinley and M Parkinson OBE and 
Haworth spoke in favour of the motion.  Issues raised included the following:- 
 

 Enabling businesses to thrive was a key objective for all councillors.  Any 

Welcome Pack would need to be innovative and this might best be achieved 

by providing a web based version, which would save on printing costs.  

Support and investment in businesses would also need to be provided by the 

Government in terms of infrastructure, to aid social and economic mobility. 

 Members could be proactive in keeping in touch with local businesses and 

supporting the Shop Local campaign. 

 The Council could consider what properties might be available to businesses 

and liaise with local landlords to market properties which might have been 

empty for a number of years. 
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 Intelligence from small local business owners suggested that they might 

need support for the advertising of their businesses. 

 There was a possibility that a Welcome Pack could be self-financing.  A small 

Member Working Group might help to steer the direction of this project. 

 Partnership working could help with the proposed project.  The pandemic 

had interrupted the Council’s regular engagement with be business leaders.  

Any project might also benefit from the involvement of the leaders of large 

business.  There was potential to develop a project with Amazing Accrington, 

which covered small shops across the whole of Hyndburn. 

 The project would build on the success of the Shop Local campaign.  The 

pack could help both existing and new businesses.  Notwithstanding the 

availability of web based solutions, a paper booklet would be beneficial. 

 
After the debate the motion was put to the vote and declared carried. 
 
Resolved - That this Council resolves to commission a 

“business welcome pack” designed to provide 
as much support and help as possible for 
Hyndburn businesses currently residing in the 
Borough and for businesses looking to set up 
here. 

 
4) Notice Submitted on Motion – Free Car Parking 

 
The following motion was moved by Councillor Sarah Britcliffe and seconded by 
Councillor Judith Addison under Council Procedure Rule A9:- 
 
“Hyndburn Council recognises and believes in the importance of free car parking in 
town Centres as a lifeline to local businesses who are competing with both online 
shopping and large out of town retail parks.  This is increasingly important at this 
moment in time, as we need to support our local businesses in the recovery from 
the CV-19 pandemic.  
 
The decision of Property Partners Management, who own the Arndale car park in 
Accrington, to reduce the amount of free parking from 3 hours to 30 minutes, will be 
damaging to local businesses who rely on people being able to park for free and 
visit their shops.  It is also an additional financial burden on many residents, at a 
difficult time.  
 
This Council resolves that the Chief Executive of the Council write a letter to 
Property Partners Management, to ask that they review their decision in light of the 
current economic climate and the need for them to play their role in supporting local 
businesses and residents in the recovery to CV-19.“ 
 
Councillors G Harrison, M Haworth, K Walsh, M Parkinson OBE and J Addison 
spoke in favour of the motion.  Issues raised included the following:- 
 

 A hope was expressed that negotiations had first taken place with the 

Arndale Centre management about the issue, before the matter was played 
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out further in the public arena.  There was an acknowledgement that this was 

a private company with commercial operating pressures. 

 Reassurance was provided that all Borough owned car parks remained free 

to use. 

 A recognition that free parking would encourage new businesses to set up in 

the Borough and was the lifeblood of the town.  There had been a 25 year 

covenant on the Arndale Car park set up originally, but it was unclear what 

discussions had taken place when this arrangement had been due to end.  

The MP was due to meet with the Andale Centre management tomorrow to 

discuss the parking issue. 

 Free parking in the Arndale Centre tied in with a recent campaign by the 

controlling group to prevent the introduction of high street parking restrictions 

in Great Harwood, as proposed by Lancashire County Council. 

 A motion had been tabled in January 2019 about the inequity of fines 

imposed at the Arndale car park.  A Government paper by Robert Jenrick 

MP, Secretary of State of Housing Communities and Local Government, in 

August had raised the issue of unfair private parking tickets, which included a 

new appeals charter.  The document’s strapline said: “encouraging people to 

come back to the high street to shop local” 

 
After the debate the motion was put to the vote and declared carried. 
 
Resolved - That this Council resolves that the Chief 

Executive of the Council write a letter to 
Property Partners Management, to ask that they 
review their decision in light of the current 
economic climate and the need for them to play 
their role in supporting local businesses and 
residents in the recovery to CV-19. 

 
The Mayor thanked all for their attendance (virtually) and reminded Members that 

the next meeting would be held on 19th November 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
at which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


